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Farewell from the Director’s Desk 

  Greetings All!  It is with mixed emotions that I write my 

final message to all of you. I will be retiring from the library 

October 15th.   I have worked here for 22 years.  I started as a 

Youth circulation clerk, back in the day the circulation  

departments were separate entities.  I worked my way up to 

full time Youth Associate, then Youth department head and 

finally in May 2006 I became the library director.  I have  

enjoyed every minute of my time here.  I am very grateful to 

have had jobs I love over the course of my career.  Ten years 

at Lansing Nursery School and 22 years here was perfect for 

me.  These positions let me be home with my boys when they 

were young and still contribute to the community. 

 It has been quite a journey and I wound up doing things  

I never thought I would.  Much of that credit goes to my 

friend and boss at both institutions, Judy Koch who told me 

long ago,” you know the story of The Little Engine that 

Could, well that is you.”   Anything you set your mind to you 

can do!  Then there was a gently nudge from Loraine 

Tiedemann who told me, “you have so many ideas for the 

library and if you want to see them come to fruition you need 

to apply to be the director.” 

I appreciate the library board, at the time lead by Tom 

Nowak, for taking a chance on an inexperienced person  

because from the beginning the board and I have had a shared 

vision for our library.  There has been a core group for quite 

some time now Tim Glinski, Sharon Novak, Judy Koch and 

Bonnie Cuthbert.  Joined by Jeri Villa, Mozella Brown and 

our newest member Lillian Ball.  This is a great group of  

people to work with and they all care very deeply about our 

library.  My assistant Cookie Borys has managed to keep our 

finances in impeccable order, despite my help. We have done 

a lot of good work together. 

Our big projects began in 2011 with the exterior remodel, 

several years later we remodeled the parking lot and added to 

the landscaping in the front of the building.  In 2017 our  

interior remodel was completed, we installed new carpet,  

added study rooms, added a stage area, added storage,  

replaced furniture with things that were light and moved  

easily, rebranded some spaces and added new signage.   

We re-blacked the parking lot and all street parking to  

coincide with the Indiana Avenue resurfacing.  Then in 2020 

COVID-19 hit, we were closed for 2 ½ months and managed 

to be open ever since in some capacity.  The lower level  

remodel took place during this year, so it was closed for a 

little over a year.  It reopened at the beginning of June, with 

some new maker spaces, expanded teen space, a story/family 

study room, some fun new furniture pieces, new carpet and a 

new HVAC system. We just have a few finishing touches and 

the entire building will have been remodeled to make it a 

more accessible, flexible, friendly space for all our patrons.   

In my tenure as director we have expanded our  

programming to meet your needs and desires.  We have an 

annual Block Party the first Friday of June to kick off summer 

reading.  We have missed two years of that due to COVID-19.  

I hope the new director brings it back! We began the tradition 

of holding candidate forums for Village elections.    

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sandra Iosue and I started the Friends of the Library Concert Series in the winter months.  Sandra retired a few months ago,  

she was my partner in everything we did at the library.   

Our stage was dark last winter but the concerts will be back beginning in November! 

We have come a long way in partnering with our area schools, businesses, the Village and community groups.  

We began to work with our seniors too. We have come a long way since the days we only did outreach to District 171.   

Together we are mighty.  I know this tradition will continue to grow.   

We have done a lot to up our game in the marketing department.  Kelli Staley does a phenomenal job of keeping our website 

relevant.  We recently hired Dave Boomker, formerly of LNN.  He brings a whole different perspective to our world and is our 

new Adult Community Outreach and Events Coordinator.  We now have someone dedicated to these things for our adult patrons 

full time. Kelli, Dave and Beth Bozzo, Dan Cuthbert and Shari Hooton do their best to use all platforms available to us to get the 

information out to the community.  Beth (Youth Services Librarian) is in the process of hiring a new Youth Services Outreach 

person to work with the schools.  These folks are learning to work as a group to do this job efficiently and effectively.   

The Lansing Journal has been a great partner in communication, long may they live! 

I have tasked Michael Kroll with learning how to run an Idea Lab with its audio, video and other maker equipment.   

He is starting from scratch so he will learn along with you.  Dave and Dan will be helpful as will many other staff who will  

become involved along the way. 

We have said goodbye to many wonderful staff members over the years.  Many have left indelible imprints and I thank them 

all for helping to bring our vision to life. It is not possible for me to list everyone but they are all important to the library being 

the best it can be.  I think the staff has come to  realize they need to keep learning.  Being a library employee, whether you realize 

it or not, you have signed up to be a lifetime learner, to enrich yourself and the community you serve.  We have some great  

personnel to carry on our mission and we have been hiring some wonderful folks to serve you in many different capacities. 

I love our library and I love Lansing!  It has been a joy for me to work here and then to lead this wonderful institution that is 

dedicated to serving all of our community.  Please welcome the new director and share your thoughts and ideas with whomever it 

may be.  I look forward to participating in continuing traditions and new events and programs as a patron.  I want to thank all my 

colleagues and all of you, for being a part of this journey to excellence.  I look to the future with great anticipation at all the  

wonderful things yet to be accomplished. 

“Retirement is not the end of the road, it is the beginning of the open highway.” Unknown 

 

With an abundance of joy and gratitude to all, 

Debbie Albrecht, Lansing Library Director 

(Continued from page 1) 

Adult In-Person Events: Friends, Groups & Museum 

 Everything Must Go Saturday Book Sales 

September 11, 18 & 25 

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

Take home ALL the books, DVD’s, CD’s, and magazines, that your 

bookshelves can accommodate. 

A $5 PER PERSON non-refundable Entrance Fee (ages 18 and up) 

will buy you UNLIMITED ITEMS. (Bring your own bags to  

supplement our limited bag supply.) 

We have over 13,000 in stock, on shelves for easy browsing.  There are no children's titles left. 

Presently, Friends are not accepting new donations. But PLEASE KEEP SAVING books, etc., for us. Once our Book Room is all 

cleared for restocking, we will let you know the date that donations will resume. Friends thank you for your continued patience, 

patronage, and donations. We hope to see you at one or more of the sales.   

For these sales only, the 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. time slot is for the General Public as well as for Friends members.  

We are not offering a special Friends-only shopping time in September. 



LIMI TE D E DIT ION  Page 3 

Friends Meeting 

Monday, Sept. 13 at 

6:30 p.m. in the  

Community Room.  Join us! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Friends’ Book Sale Shelf 

In addition to the Everything Must 

Go Saturday sales in September,  

you may purchase books and 

DVD’s any time from our upstairs 

Friends’ book case.   

 

Lansing  

Historical  

Museum  
Mondays:  

5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

and  
 

Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Visits at other times can be arranged by 

calling Curator Barb Dust at 708-474-7497. 

 

Buy your Pumpkin Raffle Ticket at the 

library, Friends of Lansing Library 

makes $6 per ticket sold here! 

The popular knitting & crochet  

circle “Purls of Wisdom” 

meets on the upper level of  

the library.  Bring your 

own supplies.  

Beginners always welcome!  
 

Wednesdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

September 1, 15 & 29 

October 13 & 27 
 

Fridays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

September 10 & 24 

October 8 & 22  

 

Lansing Garden 

Club Tuesdays: 

September 21 & 

October 19 

from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  

in the Community Room 

The club will meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month, from  

6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., at the 

Lansing Public Library. 

Are you looking to get involved 

with your community and make 

new friends? 

This is a non-profit informal club 

whose members love to garden, 

whether it is growing a large  

formal garden, a small vegetable 

garden or patio containers, this 

may be the club for you. 

The Mission of the Lansing  

Garden Club is to stimulate 

knowledge and love of gardening, 

promoting native species,  

pollinators and birds, in the  

community and at home. 

Register for Adult Events at the 

Information Desk, on our  

website, or by phone at  

474-2447 

 

Group Events: 

Meet the Calumet River  

Creative Writing Group!  

10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

in the Community Room 

Standing: Daniel, Larry, Astrid 

Sitting: Piper, Beverly, Rita 

Not present: Rashon, Barbara & Debra 
We are looking for like-minded 

people passionate about wanting to 

write, starting to write, continuing 

to write or finishing their written 

works. Our members write of  

different genres as well as poetry. 

We meet regularly on the 1st & 3rd 

Saturday of the month. This group 

is open to adults, age 18 and older. 

Saturdays: September 4 & 18,  

October 2 & 16 
 

The Lansing Business 

Women’s Association is 

cutting and sorting   

coupons for our military 

families overseas. Donate your  

unexpired coupons! Join us on the 

first Monday of each month  

upstairs in the Library  

at 9:30 a.m. Please br ing your  

scissors! 

 

 

 

 

Adult In-Person Events: Friends, Groups & Museum 

Image Release 
All program registrants  

and participants must permit the  

taking and use of their image in  

future library publications,  

both printed and electronic.  
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Adult Events: In-Person & Online 

even stamp on your box with a pattern 

that you like. If you use a stamp on your 

box, do that part before folding your 

paper. 

The kit will include the pattern and paper 

to make 3 boxes.   

 

Tech Corner:  

Off To The Office:  

A Introduction to 

Google Office Suite 

 

Tuesday, September 14 

from 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Community Room 

Join us as we explore the ins and outs of 

the free Word, Excel, and PowerPoint-

like programs available in the Google 

Office Suite!  Prerequisite:   

Introductory knowledge of computers 

and the Internet. Registration  

appreciated but not required. Limit 10. 

 

An Evening with  

Joe Dittmar  

9/11 Survivor 

Tuesday, September 

14 at 6:30 p.m. 

Community Room; or 

Zoom from home 

From his home in Delaware, Joe recalls 

the events of that fateful day that 

changed his life and the life of this  

Nation. Dittmar, a member of the  

insurance industry, was on the 105th floor 

of the World Trade Center when the  

attack began. Join Joe on the 20th  

Anniversary of 9/11 for his important 

story of survival. Registration  

appreciated but not required. Register on 

our website for the Zoom link. 

 

Chalk Our Walk 

Saturday, September 

18 at 9:00 a.m.  

Meets by the Front 

Doors Upper Level 

Adult Outreach  

presents an  

opportunity for patrons to show their 

artistic talents by creating chalk art in 

front of the library. Registered  

participants will be assigned 3’ by 3’ 

(Continued on page 5) 

Lansing Library Live 

(Facebook) Trivia! 

Thursdays: 

September 2, 9, 16 & 23;  

October 7, 14, & 21 

6:00 p.m. 

Facebook Live 

visit our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/

LansingPublicLibrary/, and play live 

trivia with us!  Topics and questions 

will vary from week to week. Age 18 

and up.  

 

Insiders Look: With 

Chief Al Phillips of the 

Lansing Police Dept. 

Tuesday, September 7 

At 10:00 a.m. 

Community Room 

Residents and Businesses are invited to 

meet the new Lansing Chief of Police. 

Al Phillips, a long-time member of the 

Lansing police force, was sworn in as 

Chief in June. The Chief will give a 

short presentation on his philosophy, 

agenda, and policies. Then he will  

address questions from the audience. 

Don’t miss this interactive opportunity 

to get to know your Lansing Police 

Chief. Registration appreciated but not 

required. 

 

‘Reality Check’ Book 

Discussion: 

I’d Rather Be Reading: 

The Delights and  

Dilemmas of the  

Reading Life 

by Anne Bogel 

Friday, September 10  

at 10:00 a.m.  

Community Room 

New day & time! Join Katharine for a 

discussion of I’d Rather Be Reading: 

The Delights and Dilemmas of the 

Reading Life by Anne Bogel 

Copies will be available at the  

Circulation Desk beginning  

August 16. “Reading isn’t just a way 

to pass the time -- it’s a lifestyle. Books 

shape, define, and enchant us. They are 

part of who we are and we can’t  

imagine life without them. In this  

collection of charming and relatable 

reflections, beloved blogger and author 

Anne Bogel leads you to remember the 

book that first hooked you, the place 

where you first fell in love with reading, 

and all the books and moments afterward 

that helped make you the reader you are 

today.”--Back cover. 

 

Back to the 80’s Fest 

Friday, September 10: 

Dance Party Night 

from 5 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 

 

Saturday, September 11: Big Hair 

Band Night from 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 

Fox Pointe 

Co-sponsored by Lansing Public Library 

 

Grab & Go Make It: 

Small Square Boxes 

that Close with a Leaf  

Registration is required 

for the Grab & Go bag of 

supplies for this craft. 

Limit 15, limit 1 kit per person. 

Bags will be ready for pickup from  

September 7-September 11. 

Unclaimed bags will be available first-

come, first-served on September 13, if 

any remain. 

You may also choose to use supplies you 

have at home and watch the video when 

it premieres on YouTube, Monday,  

September 13 at 10:00 a.m. 

We will be making small square boxes 

with a leaf closure. These little boxes  

can be made for birthdays, parties, and 

holidays. Make them ahead and fill them 

with chocolates, mints, and tiny toys. 

For one box you will need: 

 A leaf box pattern (posted on our 

website) 

 Paper to make the box 

 Stick glue 

 Scissors 

 A pencil or pen to trace the pattern 

 A small ruler or a bone folder 
Treats to fill your box are optional 
You can use any type of paper to make 

these small boxes. Just make sure the 

paper is not too thick or stiff to fold. You 

can use patterned paper if you wish. Or 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingPublicLibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/LansingPublicLibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/LansingPublicLibrary/
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They are building up the supply of  

life-saving blood for our local medical 

centers. This has become especially  

important because of the COVID 19  

pandemic. Register online or walk in! 

 

Lansing  

Autumn Fest 

Friday,  

September 24 

LPL Presents  

Little Giant at 5:00 p.m. & Gone 2 

Paradise featuring Frank Paul at  

8:00 p.m. The Festival continues  

Saturday, September 25 & Sunday, 

September 26 at Fox Pointe 

Music on Friday night is sponsored by 

Lansing Public Library. Look for us in 

the Kids Zone too! 

Check the website for complete details. 

 

‘Murder, Mayhem & 

More’ Book Discussion: 

Eight Perfect Murders by 

Peter Swanson 

Monday, September 27  

at 10:00 a.m. 

Community Room 

New day & time! Join  

Loraine for a discussion of Eight Perfect 

Murders by Peter Swanson 

Copies will be available at the  

Circulation Desk beginning  

September 7.“Years ago, bookseller  

and mystery aficionado Malcolm  

Kershaw compiled a list of the genre’s 

most unsolvable murders, those that are 

almost impossible to crack--which he 

titled “Eight Perfect Murders”--chosen 

from among the best of the best  

including Agatha Christie’s A. B. C. 

Murders, Patricia Highsmith’s Strangers 

on a Train, Ira Levin’s Death Trap, A. A. 

Milne’s Red House Mystery, Anthony 

Berkeley Cox’s Malice Aforethought, 

James M. Cain’s Double Indemnity,  

John D. Macdonald’s The Drowner, and 

Donna Tartt’s A Secret History. But no 

one is more surprised than Mal, now the 

owner of the Old Devils Bookstore in 

Boston, when an FBI agent comes 

knocking on his door one snowy day in 

February. She’s looking for information 

about a series of unsolved murders that 

look eerily similar to the killings on 

Adult Events: In-Person & Online 

Mal’s old list. And the FBI agent isn’t 

the only one interested in this bookseller 

who spends almost every night at home 

reading. There is killer is out there, 

watching his every move--a diabolical 

threat who knows way too much about 

Mal’s personal history, especially the 

secrets he’s never told anyone, even his 

recently deceased wife. To protect  

himself, Mal begins looking into  

possible suspects . . . and sees a killer in 

everyone around him. But Mal doesn’t 

count on the investigation leaving a trail 

of death in its wake. Suddenly, a series 

of shocking twists leaves more victims 

dead--and the noose around Mal’s neck 

grows so tight he might never escape” -- 

Amazon.com 

 

 

History & 

Mystery in the 

Graveyards 

 

 

Monday, September 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

Library Stage 

Presented by The Lansing Historical 

Society, immediately following their 

brief business meeting. All are welcome 

to attend.  

The First Church Graveyard on the  

corner of Ridge Road and Burnham  

Avenue in Lansing holds many secrets. 

It’s shrouded in mystery. How many are 

buried under the streets? How many 

have no headstones to identify them? 

How many lie in a mass grave on the 

corner? Only God knows the answers but 

years of research by Marlene Cook has 

uncovered many fascinating stories 

about the bodies buried there. 

 

Newspaper accounts provided articles 

and obituaries and websites provided 

family histories. Some stories are from 

direct decedents who are 5th, 6th, and 7th 

generation and are still worshipping in 

the same church their ancestors founded 

in 1860. Her book, “History and Mystery 

in First Church Graveyard” reveals tales 

of tragedy and hardship and even  

romance and crime. It explains myths 

and misconceptions as well as tradition 

(Continued on page 6) 

spot to create a masterpiece from  

9:00 a.m. thru Noon. From Noon thru 

5:00 p.m. library guests will be invited 

to vote on a favorite. The winning entry 

will be contacted by the library.  

Participants should bring supplies that 

are needed. Art must be appropriate for 

all ages. Registration required by  

September 17 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Dead Relatives Genealogy 

Group 

Saturdays: September 18 

& October 16  

from 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Community Room  
Did you make any great genealogy 

discoveries during your time at home? 

Did you get interested in genealogy 

watching all those Ancestry  

commercials? Come and join us, and 

we will talk about genealogy and  

family history. Beginners are welcome. 

We will supply laptop computers, or 

you can bring your own. 

 

Monday Morning 

Movie: “A Street Cat 

Named Bob” 

Monday, September 

20 at 10:00 a.m. 

Community Room 

Join us for a movie! 

The true feel-good  

story of how James Bowen, a busker 

and recovering drug addict, has his life 

transformed when he meets a stray  

ginger cat. Based on the international 

best-selling book.1 hr., 43 min.; not 

rated, comedy/biography. This film is a 

winner of Best British Film Award. 

Made possible via Kanopy. 

 

Community 

Blood Drive 

With Versiti 

Tuesday,  

September 21 

 

from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00pm 

Community Room 

The Lansing Public library welcomes 

Versiti Blood Centers for a blood drive. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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leading to a shocking ending that no one 

saw coming.  Join our resident fair  

enthusiast and historian Daniel Cuthbert 

as he takes you behind the temporary 

facades and into the complicated heart of 

one of Chicago’s defining achievements. 

Registration appreciated but not required. 

 

Lansing Library Live  

In-Person Trivia! 

Thursdays, September 30 

& October 28 

6:00 p.m. in the Community Room 

Topics and questions will vary week to 

week. 18 and up. Registration  

appreciated but not required. 

 

Tech Corner:   

Being Social:   

Getting The Most 

From Social Media 

 

Tuesday, October 5 

from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Community Room 
Trying to figure out your social media 

strategy for your business or  

organization, or just trying to start your 

journey towards Internet fame?  Join us 

as we explore some of the biggest social 

media sites, including Facebook, 

YouTube, Instagram and Twitch and 

how best to utilize them for your goals!  

Prerequisite:  Introductory knowledge 

of computers and the Internet. 

Registration appreciated but not required. 

Limit 10. 

 

‘Reality Check’ Book  

Discussion: World of 

Wonders: in Praise of 

Fireflies, Whale Sharks, 

and other Astonishments 

by Aimee  

Nezhukumatathil 

Friday, October 8 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Community Room 

Join Katharine for a discussion of World 

of Wonders: in Praise of Fireflies, Whale 

Sharks, and other Astonishments by 

Aimee Nezhukumatathil 

Copies will be available at the  

Circulation Desk beginning September 

10. “From beloved, award-winning 

Adult Events: In-Person & Online 

poet Aimee Nezhukumatathil comes a 

debut work of nonfiction-a collection of 

essays about the natural world, and the 

way its inhabitants can teach, support, 

and inspire us” 
-- Provided by publisher. 

 

Grab & Go Make 

It: Small Halloween 

Lights (YouTube) 

Monday, October 11 

Premiers at  

10:00 a.m. Registration is required for  

the Grab & Go bag of supplies for this 

craft. Limit 15, limit 1 kit per person. 

Bags will be ready for pickup from  

October 4-October 9 

Unclaimed bags will be available first-

come, first-served on October 11, if any 

remain. 

You may also choose to use supplies you 

have at home and watch the video when 

it premieres on YouTube, Monday,  

October 11 at 10:00 a.m. 

In this class we will be using small jars 

to make “Halloween” lights. 

 

For one light you will need: 

 A small jar 

 Black lace 6-8 inches 

 A small candle, white or orange, or 

even black if you wish 

 A small bit of sand or Epsom salts to 

anchor the candle 

 Glue, the wet kind. Mod podge if 

you have it. 

 A brush for the glue 
These kits contain a jar, lace, a candle, & 

sand or Epsom salts.  

 

Mark Tonelli: From 

Bossa Nova to Bebop 

and Beyond 

Friday, October 15  

at 2:00 p.m. 

Community Room; or 

Zoom from home 

This presentation will explore the  

influence of Brazilian  

popular music on American popular  

music and the reciprocal influence of 

American popular music on Brazilian 
(Continued on page 7) 

and protocol in the mourning process. 

Her program also will include other 

local cemeteries each with their own 

unique histories and mysteries. Marlene 

will have copies of her book available 

for purchase following the presentation. 

Photo by Paul Eisenberg  

 

“Lake Effect” 

Rolls into  

Lansing Library 

Beginning  

September 28 

 

During Library Hours 

Art Wall Upper Level 

The Art wall returns to the Lansing 

Public Library! The Diversified Art 

Visionaries present “Lake Effect” The 

Great Lake that is our partner, small 

local ponds, and watersheds along our 

roads that have affected us since  

childhood. This art group will refresh 

many of those memories and possibly 

introduce you to many more.  

Diversified Art Visionaries (DAV) is a 

non-profit organization comprised of 

volunteers who are both artists and art 

enthusiasts. With a mission to enrich 

the community by developing an  

enthusiastic environment that supports 

the arts. Local artists from the South 

Suburbs and North West Indiana are 

represented, and work in many  

mediums of the arts. 

 

Behind The “White 

City”:  The Dark 

History of the 1893 

World’s Fair in 

Chicago 

Tuesday,  

September 28 

 

from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Community Room 

The 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago was 

supposed to showcase the pinnacle of 

human achievement.  Yet, while much 

of what happened was nothing short of 

miraculous and wonderful, behind the 

scenes, both before, during and after, 

darkness would continue to nip at the 

fair’s carefully cultivated image,  

(Continued from page 5) 
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Jim Sweeney  

Presents: "The  

Everglades of the 

North: The Story of 

the Grand Kankakee 

Marsh" 

 

Monday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m. 

Library Stage 

Presented by The Lansing Historical 

Society, immediately following their 

brief business meeting. All are welcome 

to attend.  

Jim Sweeney will give a brief  

introduction and show a movie ~  

The Everglades of the North.  After the 

movie, he will do Q&A. 

 

The Many 

Faces of 

Mary:  The 

Legacy and 

Legend of 

Resurrection 

Mary 

 

Tuesday, October 26 

from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Community Room 

Mary Bregovy?  Mary Petkiewicz?  Is it 

even Mary at all?  Whoever it might be, 

the tale of “Resurrection Mary” has been 

haunting the south side of Chicago for 

decades, with tales ranging from the 

frightening to the downright weird.   

Join our resident spooky-loving historian 

Daniel Cuthbert as he looks at the myths 

and realities behind one of Chicago’s 

most enduring ghostly tales.   

Registration appreciated but not  

required. 

(Continued on page 8) 

popular music. It will discuss important 

musical figures from both cultures, 

including Antonio Carlos Jobim, Joao 

Gilberto, Stan Getz, Chico Barque, 

Milton Nascimento, Caetano Veloso, 

Legião Urbano, Billy Joel, and Frank 

Sinatra. This presentation will  

incorporate a slide show and recorded 

musical examples. Mark Tonelli is  

assistant professor of music at Millikin 

University, where he coordinates the 

guitar program, teaches courses in jazz 

studies, and is a Coleman  

Entrepreneurial Faculty Fellow. Dr. 

Tonelli has had a twenty-year career as 

a professional jazz musician. This  

Program is presented thru the Illinois 

Road Scholar Program.   Registration  

appreciated but not required.  

Registration required for Zoom link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village of Lansing Shred Day 

Saturday, October 16 

from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Lansing Municipal Center 

Complete details on our website 

 

Monday Morning 

Movie: “Tortilla 

Soup” 

Monday, October 18 

at 10:00 a.m. 

Community Room 

Join us for a movie! 

A Mexican-American master chef and 

father to three daughters has lost his 

taste for food, but not for life.1 hr., 42 

min.; PG-13, comedy/romance/drama. 

Made possible via Kanopy. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Adult Events: In-Person & Online 

‘Murder, Mayhem & 

More’ Book Discussion: 

The Midnight Library by 

Matt Haig 

Monday, October 25  

at 10:00 a.m. 

Community Room 

Join Loraine for a  

discussion of The Midnight Library by 

Matt Haig Copies will be available at the  

Circulation Desk beginning September 

27. “'Between life and death there is a 

library, and within that library, the 

shelves go on forever. Every book  

provides a chance to try another life you 

could have lived. To see how things 

would be if you had made other  

choices ... Would you have done  

anything different, if you had the chance 

to undo your regrets?' A dazzling novel 

about all the choices that go into a life 

well-lived, from the internationally  

bestselling author of Reasons to Stay 

Alive and How To Stop Time.  

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the 

universe there is a library that contains 

an infinite number of books, each one the 

story of another reality. One tells the 

story of your life as it is, along with  

another book for the other life you could 

have lived if you had made a different 

choice at any point in your life. While we 

all wonder how our lives might have 

been, what if you had the chance to go to 

the library and see for yourself? Would 

any of these other lives truly be better?  

In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig's 

enchanting new novel, Nora Seed finds 

herself faced with this decision. Faced 

with the possibility of changing her life 

for a new one, following a different  

career, undoing old breakups, realizing 

her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; 

she must search within herself as she 

travels through the Midnight Library to 

decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and 

what makes it worth living in the first 

place"-- Provided by publisher. 

Small Business Seminars 

Various dates—Online 
Check the online calendar for this month’s  

selections from SCORE.  
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News You Can Use         

 
Do you hate standing in line? 

 

Do touch screens make you think about germs? (yuck!) 

 

Is it too hard to juggle a baby on your hip and drag all your stuff  

over to the self-check machine? 

 

Do you want to check out those picture books while your child  

quietly plays or reads? 

 

Try the new Self Checkout option in the SWAN Libraries App. 

 

It’s the self-check you can carry in your pocket, right on your phone! 

 

Launch the app, allow permission for location services & to use the 

camera, then scan the library barcode on your items. 

You’ll get a receipt in the app, and items show in “My Account” 

How can you use library resources? Visit https://www.lansingpl.org/onlineuser to learn! 
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Get your mobile library card today 

and always have your card with you! 

Search for materials, check your due 

dates, manage your holds, and keep 

up with library events. Link family 

cards, download digital materials, 

and find information about other 

SWAN member libraries where you 

can use your library card! 
 

Search for “SWAN Libraries”  
in the Apple App Store or on 

Google Play. 

https://www.lansingpl.org/ 

swan-libraries-mobile-app 

 

It’s Not Too Late to  

Finish High School! 

Lansing residents can 

learn more about Career 

Online High School at the  

Lansing Public Library or by  

visiting  

http://www.lansingpl.org/cohs 

 

 

 

 

Hometown Heroes 

Display 

Library Upper 

Level 

Come and see our 

Hometown Heroes 

up close and  

personal!  

Seniors (60+) Wanted! 

Try a tablet and checkout an 

eBook, digital audiobook, digital 

magazine, stream a movie, place 

holds on library materials, see  

upcoming events, and find  

quality, trusted articles using  

EBSCO (Consumer Health  

Complete, Consumer Reports, 

and more!) Made possible 

through a grant from  

AgeOptions. 

Easy tutorials available at  

https://my.nicheacademy.com/

lansingpl 

 

Questions? 

Ask for Mike. 

 

 

 

 

 

News You Can Use         

Little Black  

Library 

Come check out 

our section called 

the “Little Black 

Library.”  

 

In partnership with a nation-wide 

organization, it’s a shelf where 

you’ll find books for all ages, lists 

of resources, articles and even 

movies all about racial justice and 

featuring Black authors!  

 

Launched for Black History 

Month, this display will be  

available year-round. For more 

information on our partnership, 

visit www.littleblacklibrary.com ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoo & Museum Passes 

Check Out a Museum Adventure 

Pass or Explore More Illinois Pass 

Using Your Library Card!  

Age 18 & up,   

Limit 1 per family. 

Libraries have a limited number 

of passes for each participating 

organization, and are available on 

a first-come, first-served basis.  

Offers vary: some passes offer 

discounts on parking, or  

admission, or in the gift shop.  

Visit https://www.lansingpl.org/

passes for details on the  

museums and passes. 

Available for checkout online. 

 

Any person needing an 

accommodation for a  

disability at any library 

sponsored meeting, event 

or activity should contact 

Deborah Albrecht, Director,  

Lansing Public Library by phone at  

708-474-2447, or in writing five (5) 

working days prior to the event. 

http://www.littleblacklibrary.com
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Sip and Paint 

Monday, September 27 

@ 6 p.m. 

[K-5th]  

Teen Island 
Join us to paint while you 

enjoy a juice box! This guided art project 

will leave you with your very own art 

piece to take home! 

(Limited to 12 participants) 

 

Painting Leaves  

Thursday, September 30 

@ 6 p.m. 

[K-5th] 

Teen Island 
Let’s kick off the first 

days of autumn with the 

highest quali-tree of 

leaves. Paint with us and 

show the library your autumn art as we 

will Leaf them hanging on our fall  

display. (Limited to 12 participants) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pointillism Pumpkins 

Monday, October 11 @ 6 p.m. 

[K-5th] 

Teen Island 
It’s a spooky time! Join us in learning a 

new painting technique, Pointillism. 

Paint pumpkins with Pumpkin and take 

home your own canvas. 

(Limited to 12 participants) 
 

Family Events 
 

Pajama Storytime 

Wednesday, Sept. 15  

@ 6:30pm 

Wednesday, October 13 

@ 6:30pm 

[Family Event] 

Discovery Quarters 
Come dress in your jammies to enjoy 

this fun-filled storytime.  Enjoy music, 

rhymes, great books, and loads of fun. 

(Limited to 12 participants) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Healing Library 
The Healing  

Library is a series 

of kits designed to 

make a family’s 

healing journey 

easier to navigate 

and personalize.  

 

Providing the books and supplies  

needed to participate allows families to 

explore their healing journey without 

the distraction of added research or 

shopping. Instead, families can simply 

share in the experience of healing while  

engaging in social-emotional learning 

together. 

 

These kits will be available to check 

out with a Lansing library card.  

The following kits are available: 

 The Death of a Pet 
 Separation & Divorce  
 The Death of a Loved One 
 Alzheimer’s and Your Family 

Youth & Family Events                               

Babies thru Pre-K Events 
 

Storytime Discovery 

Wednesdays  

@ 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. 

September 8, 15, 22, 29 

October 6, 13, 20, 27 

[2-5 years old] 

Discovery Quarters 
Join us for books, movements, songs, 

and more. Kids will learn important 

things like motor and literacy skills while 

having fun! At the end, Grab and Go 

crafts will be available to take home! 

(Limited to 12 participants per  

session) 

 

Baby Time  

Thursdays  

@ 10 a.m. 

September 9, 16, 

23, 30 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 

[Birth-24 months] 

Discovery Quarters 
Reading to babies is an essential  

foundation for early literacy skills!  

Join us for books, movements, songs, 

and more. (Limited to 12 participants 

per session) 

 

Elementary Events  
 

Mi Casita 

Bilingual 

Program 

(Programa 

bilingüe) 

Wednesday, September 8/ Miércoles,  

8 de Septiembre 

Wednesday, October 6/ Miércoles,  

6 de Octubre 

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  

[K-5th] 

Teen Island 
Join us for a fun and enriching bilingual 

experience.  We will be reading a book 

in Spanish and English, followed by a 

fun activity. 

Acompáñenos para una experiencia 

bilingüe divertida y enriquecedora. 

Leeremos un libro en Español e Inglés 

seguido de una actividad divertida. 

(Limited to 12 participants) 

Fall Programming in the 

Youth Department 
This fall, there are two important things 

you need to know. First, most  

programming will have a limited  

number of spots available, and these 

spots will be first come, first serve. 

When you arrive before the program, 

please check in at the youth desk, and 

you will receive tickets for the  

program.  
Second, we will be following all  

CDC-recommended guidelines.  

This means that our programming may 

change depending on those guidelines. 

Thank you for your understanding, and 

we look forward to seeing you! 
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Youth, Family & Teen Events  

Family Game Day 

Monday, October 11 from  

9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

[Family Event] 

Youth Department 
Drop in and play family friendly board 

games and card games, such as Uno, 

Sorry, Battleship, Jenga, and Exploding 

Kittens. 

 

Create Your Own 

Candy Bag 

Saturday,  

October 23 

12:00 p.m.-  

5:00 p.m. 

[Family Event] 

Teen Island 
Whether it’s for trick-or-treating or trunk

-or-treating, we’ve got you with your 

own personalized candy bag.  

We’ll supply the materials; you supply 

the creativity. 

(Limited supplies available) 

 

Teen Events 
 

Super Smash Brother 

Ultimate Tournament 

Thursdays @ 4 p.m. 

[Grades 6-12] 

September 9,  

September 23,  

October 7,  

October 21 
Show us your moves with 

your favorite video game characters  

during our Super Smash Brothers  

Tournament. Do you have what it takes 

to be the ultimate winner? 

Registration required 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

Family BINGO/LOTERIA 
(Programa bilingüe) 

Wednesday, September 22/  

Miércoles, 22 de Septiembre  

Wednesday, October 27/  

Miércoles, 27 de Octubre 

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  

Community Room 

Join us for a night of fun!   

We will alternate between  

BINGO and LOTERIA (Mexican 

BINGO) every month. 

 

Flashlight Read 

Friday, September 24  

from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Friday, October 15  

from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

[K-5th grade] 

Youth Department 
Join us for a special time where the 

Library lights will be turned off.  

Use your flashlight to navigate and 

read in the dark! How Spooky! 

Registration Required; Sign-up on 

our website. 
 

Paper Plane 

Contest 

Saturday,  

September 4 

@ 2 p.m. 

 

[Family Event] 

Courtyard 
On your mark, get set, throw! Join us in 

our paper plane throwing contest. Make 

your plane at home or make it with us 

here at the library. We’ll provide the 

tools you need to be ready for take-off! 

(Limited 15 Participants) 

 

Build a Self-Sustaining 

Terrarium 

Monday, September 13 

@ 6 p.m. 

[Family Event] 

Teen Island 
Join us for a one-time event where you 

get to build and keep a living ecosystem! 

Create and design a terrarium that can 

live for years to come! This is a great 

way to learn about ecosystems and the 

water cycle. 

(Limited to 12 participants) 

 

Bridge Builders Inc. 

Saturday, September 18  

from 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

[Family Event: 3rd-8th grade  

recommended]  

Youth Department 
Build Multiple different bridge styles 

using our STEM building kit. This is a 

great way to learn how bridges are  

made and the engineering behind the 

structures! Get a hands-on way of  

learning how bridges can support 

weight. Sign-up on our website. 

 

Tornado Buddies  

Saturday, October 9 

11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

[Family Event: 1st-5th 

Grade recommended] 

Teen Island 
During this event you will be making a 

tornado bottle! Fill the bottle up with 

small animal figures, water color, and 

sand! This hands-on activity will help 

teach fluid dynamics, vortices, and  

gravity. The best part of this is, you get 

to keep it! 
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Did you miss one of our 

earlier classes? 
 

Catch the replays!  

Find them at https://

bit.ly/3j6ohSZ 

See past Tech Corner topics,  

genealogy classes, trivia, crafts 

and more. 

 

Learn about other tech  

topics with the resources on 

our Technology page. 

https://www.lansingpl.org/

technology-training 

We have many resources to 

help you complete those 

homework assignments. 

Ask staff for their  

recommendations! 

 

We are here to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anime Club 

Thursday, September 16 @ 5 p.m. 

Thursday, October 14 @ @ 5 p.m. 

[Ages 13-18] 

Live on Discord 
Do you love anime and manga?! Can 

you run like Naruto? Are you a true 

otaku? Learn how to draw your favorite 

anime character? Anime club is the 

place for you! We also do a book talk 

about a manga each month.  

Registration required 

 

Self-Care Saturdays 

Saturday, September 18 

@ 2 p.m. 

Saturday, October 9  

@ 2 p.m. 

[6th-12th] 

Teen Island 
Want to figure out some new tricks to 

destress? Has the Pandemic/COVID-19 

burnout hit you yet? Join us to relax 

and destress with some crafts. 

(Limited to 12 participants) 

 

Among Us 

Saturday, September 25 @ 2 p.m. 

Saturday, October 16 @ 2 p.m. 

[Ages 13-18] 

Live on Discord 
There’s an impostor Among Us and we 

need your help to weed out any sus 

crewmates. Come join us and meet 

some friends to play Among Us with. 

(Must have Among Us downloaded on 

phone/tablet/laptop) 

(Limited 13 participants) 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Teen Events                              

Teen Book Discussion  

Thursday, September 30 

@ 5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 28  

@ 5:00 p.m. 

[Ages 13-18] 

Live on Discord 
Want to discuss recent popular books? 

Have a particular book in mind?  

Join our Discord to talk about it!  

Registration Required 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spooky Escape Room 

Monday, October 25 

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

[Grades 6-12] 

Teen Island 
A room is locked while you and your 

friends are inside. Clues are hidden all 

over the room to help you get out, but the 

clock is counting down. You are running 

out of time. Do you think you have what 

it takes to escape?  

Time Slot Registration Required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween Spoooooky After Party 

Sunday, October 31 

8 p.m.-12 a.m. (midnight!) 

[Ages 13-18] 
It’s a spooky time!! Time for jump scares 

and horror! Come for a terrifying night, 

if you’re brave enough! Muahahaha! 

Please register, and have a parent/

guardian sign your permission slip for 

this after-hours event.  

Registration Required 

 
 

https://lansingpl.org/events/video-archives?filter=category&sort=none&l=


Lansing Public Library In-Person & Online Events 

September  202 1  

Key:  

B=Inside the building. Check description if registration is appreciated. 

D=Discord Event 

F=Facebook Live, and also recorded video available from Facebook  

G= Grab & Go. Registration required. 

L=Inside the building; Limited attendance, see details in newsletter 

M=Lansing Historical Society Museum.  

R=Registration required on our library website for this in-person 

event. Attendance is limited. 
Y=YouTube Video (Lansing Public Library on YouTube.com) 

Z=Zoom Live Event. Registration Required on our library website. 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

 Museum Open(M)  
Mondays 5:30-7:30 

Saturdays 10-12  

National  
Library Card 

Sign-Up 
Month 

1 
Knit(B) 10:00 

2 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

3 4 
Writers(B)10:00 

Paper Plane Contest 
(L)2:00 

5 6 
Library 
Closed 

7 
Insider’s Look: 
Police Chief Al 

Phillips(B) 10:00 

8 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Mi Casita (L)6:00 

9 
Baby Time(L)10:00 
Super Smash Bros. 

Tourney(L) 4:00 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

10 
Book Disc.(B)10:00 

Knit(B) 10:00 
LPL cosponsors at 

Fox Pointe:Back to 
80’s 5:00-10:30 

11 
Book Sale 9-1 

LPL cosponsors at 
Fox Pointe:Back to 

80’s 5:00-10:30 

12 13 
Make It: Leaf Boxes

(G/Y)10:00 
Terrarium(L)6:00 

Friends (B)6:30 

14 
Tech Corner (B)

2:00 
Evening with Joe 

Dittmar 9/11  
Survivor (B or Z)

6:30 

15 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Knit(B) 10:00 

PJ Story (L)6:30 

16 
Baby Time(L)10:00  

Anime (D)5:00 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

HRC Meets (B)6:00 
Library Board 

Meets (B) 6:30 

17 18 
Book Sale 9-1 

Chalk Our Walk 
(R)9-12 

Writers(B)10:00 
Bridge Builders(R)

11-5 
Chalk/Walk Voting 

12-5 
Dead Relatives/

Genealogy(B)2:00 
Self-Care(L)2:00 

19 20 
Movie: A Street Cat 

Named Bob (B) 
10:00 

21 
Blood Drive(B)  

10-2  
Lansing Garden 

Club (B)6:30 

22 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Family BINGO/

LOTERIA(L) 6:00 

23 
Baby Time(L)10:00  
Super Smash Bros. 

Tourney(L) 4:00 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

Knit(B) 10:00 24 
LPL presents at Fox 

Pointe:Little Giant 
5:00; Gone 2  
Paradise 8:00 

Flashlight Read (R)
6-7:30 

25 
Book Sale 9-1 

Among Us(D)2:00 

26 
Banned Books 

Week 

27 
Mystery Book Disc.

(B) 10:00 
Sip & Paint(L) 6:00 
History & Mystery 
in the Graveyards

(B) 6:30 

28 
“Lake Effect” (Art) 

National Voter 
Registration Day  

Behind the “White 
City” (B) 6:00 

29 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Knit(B) 10:00 

30 
Baby Time(L)10:00  

Teen Book  
Discussion(D)5:00 

Trivia (B) 6:00 
Painting Leaves(L)

6:00 

  



Lansing Public Library In-Person & Online Events 

October  202 1  

Key:  

B=Inside the building. Check description if registration is appreciated. 

D=Discord Event 

F=Facebook Live, and also recorded video available from Facebook  

G= Grab & Go. Registration required. 

L=Inside the building; Limited attendance, see details in newsletter 

M=Lansing Historical Society Museum.  

R=Registration required on our library website for this in-person 

event. Attendance is limited. 
Y=YouTube Video (Lansing Public Library on YouTube.com) 

Z=Zoom Live Event. Registration Required on our library website. 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

 Museum Open  
Mondays 5:30-7:30 

Saturdays 10-12 (M) 

   1 
Try-It Illinois Begins, 
check our website for 

details.  

2 
Writers(B)10:00 

 

3 4 
Coupon Cutting(B) 

9:30 

5 
Tech Corner: Social 

Media(B)6:00 

6 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Mi Casita (L)6:00 

7 
Baby Time(L)10:00  
Super Smash Bros. 

Tourney(L) 4:00 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

8 
Book Disc.(B)10:00 

Knit(B) 10:00 

9 
Tornado Buddies(L)

11-5:00 

Self-Care(L)2:00 

10 11 
Family Game  

Day 9-7 
Make It: Halloween 

Lights(G/Y)10:00 
Pointillism  

Pumpkin(L) 6:00 

12 13 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Knit(B) 10:00 

PJ Story (R)6:30 

14 
Baby Time(L)10:00  

Anime Club(D)
5:00 

Trivia (F) 6:00 

15 
Mark Tonelli Bebop 

(B or Z)2:00 
Flashlight Read (R)

6-7:30 

16 
Shred 9-11 

Writers(B)10:00 
Dead Relatives/

Genealogy(B)2:00 
Among Us(D)2:00 

17 18 

Movie: Tortilla Soup 
(B) 10:00 

19 
Lansing Garden 

Club (B)6:30 

20 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 

21 

Baby Time(L)10:00  
Super Smash Bros. 

Tourney(L) 4:00 
Trivia (F) 6:00 

HRC Meets (B)6:00 
Library Board 

Meets (B) 6:30 

22 
Knit(B) 10:00 

23 
Create Your Own 

Candy Bag 12-5 

24 25 
Book Disc.(B) 

10:00 
Escape Room(R) 4-7 

Everglades of the 
North 6:30 

26 
Resurrection Mary 

(B) 6:00 

27 
Storytime (L)10:00 

& 11:00 
Knit(B) 10:00 

Family BINGO/
LOTERIA(L) 6:00 

28 
Baby Time(L)10:00  

Teen Book  
Discussion(D)5:00 

Trivia (B) 6:00 

29 30 

31 
Halloween 

Spoooooky After 
Party (R) 

8pm-12am 

    Nov. 5 
Concert: Jutta and 

the Hi-Dukes(B)
6:30 

 


